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tracheotomy and then follow details of the operation itself. To the 
question, ought chloroform to be used ? he gives a decided answer in 
the affirmative, only recommending that its administration should be 
gradually commenced. He lays great stress on the form of the tube 
used, condemning the quarter circle tube as not corresponding with 
the natural direction of the trachea. He has devised an angular tube 
and illustrates its advantages over the former by wood-cuts. Mr. 
Parker eulogizes the movable collar introduced by M. Roger as “ one 
of the most important modifications the tube has ever undergone.” 
In recommending the high operation rather than the low, he omits to 
mention an advantage the former possesses in facilitating the removal 
of membrane from the larynx. He deprecates the use of retractors 
during the operation, and strongly condemns the hook lor fixing the 
trachea. To extract any secretion or membrane from the trachea, Mr. 
Parker has devised a very useful and safe tracheal aspirator. The chap¬ 
ter concludes with a brief account of some of the chief dangers of the 
operation and the means to be taken to obviate them. We cannot, 
however, quite agree with Mr. Parker when he expresses an opinion 
that there are no dangers in the rough handling of the interior of the 
trachea; and S. Goodhart, in his admirable work on Diseases of Chil¬ 
dren, has brought some of the dangers very forcibly forward. 

He then passes on to details in the after-treatment. His suggestions 
have evidently been arrived at after some considerable experience, and 
there are many hints which will be of much value, especially to those 
to whom the nursery of tracheotomy is new ground. Among solvents 
Mr. Parker gives preference to soda solutions, and recommends their 
application by steam sprays as being more thorough than hand ones. 
Mr. Parker’s little work has evidently been very carefully written and 
revised. We feel confident that it will prove of real value to many 
practitioners, and it should be especially useful to house-surgeons, who, 
as a rule, are chiefly responsible for the after-treatment of tracheoto¬ 
mies, and, indeed, frequently have to undertake the operation itself. 

H. H. Taylor. 

III. On Some Common Injuries to Limbs, Their Treatment and 

After-Treatment; Including Bone-Setting, So-called. By 
Edmund Cotterell, M.R.C.S., Etc. London: H. K. Lewis. 1S85. ' 

Mr. Cotterell has drawn attention to some simple injuries, but to 
some which are none the less difficult to treat. His book extols the 
treatment by movement as opposed to the treatment by rest. 

He has endeavored to lay down the rules that should guide us in the 
use of manipulation and the indications which point to the necessity 



524 REV2EWS OF BOOKS. 

for rest, and he has related some striking instances of the harm that 

may be done by injudicious movement. 

We can hardly, however, agree with him that the cracks which are so 

audible are caused by the rupture of adhesions within a joint. This 

may sometimes be the case, but all dissections which have been made 

of limbs subjected to disease show that the joints are quite free, whilst 

the crack is caused by the rupture of adhesions outside the joint. 

There is a curious statement on the subject of fractured patella to 

which we would draw attention, viz.: that a patient who was treated in 

1S6S for a fractured patella with Malgaigne’s hooks, and was discharged 

with bony union, is discovered six years later to have two inches sepa¬ 

ration between the fragments. What evidence he would ask is there 

that bony union ever results after the use of Malgaigne’s hooks. Noth¬ 

ing is commoner than to find the fragments which were close at the 

end of four months widely separated at the end of four years. Bony 

union, when it occurs, is always attended by the appearance of a con¬ 

siderable amount of callus, and after such union the fragments do 

not again get separated. 

With these exceptions the book is both readable and instructive, and 

we can cordially recommend it. W. Bruce Clarke. 

IV. Cancer; A Study of Three Hundred and Ninety-seven 

Cases of Cancer of the Female Breast, With Clinical Ob¬ 

servations. By Willard Parker, M.D. New York and London: 

G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 1SS5. Pp. 105. 

The title of this work must be sufficient to arrest the attention of 

ever}’ American surgeon. It has fallen to the lot of but few to record 

observations of so many cases of this disease; and the assurance 

which ever}' one of us naturally feels that Dr. Parker’s strong intellect 

would draw useful, practical deductions from such a large mass of ma¬ 

terial will not be disappointed. No claim is made for advanced histo¬ 

logical or advanced histogenetic views; and the subject of diagnosis is 

purposely left unconsidered, the study being chiefly directed to etiology 

and treatment. 

The careful observation of a single case of cancer in all its bearings 

clinically and anatomically, is very instructive; but the conclusions 

which a man of vigorous intellect and ripe judgment deduces from 

hundreds of cases carefully observed are certainly of enormous value, 

however much they may differ from preconceived and usually accepted 

notions. In this work the author has sought most diligently for light 

on the dark question of etiology. 

Reasoning from the fact that barbarous and semi-civilized tribes are 


